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Summary Rules of Entry  
 

Eligibility  
The awards recognise the work of regional news journalists in print and digital platforms. Reporters, 
feature writers, interviewers and photographers working for agencies are also eligible to enter work 
published between 1 January 2019 and 31 December 2019. Entries can be made for work published in 
print, website, online, mobile, video, audio or any other delivery format in any UK regional newspaper 
or any news website or platform covering UK regional or local news (excluding broadcast media).  
  
Judging  
The judging process involves independent figures with experience across the industry and more widely as 
well as representatives of UK national and digital titles. They remain the most rigorously judged journalism 
awards. The judges reserve the right to make a special award or to name a Journalist of the Year if it 
becomes clear that special achievements need to be recognised that do not fit into any category. The 
judges’ decision is final. The judges are chaired by Ian Murray, Executive Director of the Society of Editors.  
 

Entry  
All entries will be made online via the website.  
 

'Cuttings' and images should be supplied online in digital format. The following 6 categories will also 
require hard copies to be supplied by post in addition to the online submission: 
 

Supplement of the Year 
Paid for Weekly Newspaper of the Year (Below 50,000 total monthly reach) 
Paid for Weekly Newspaper of the Year (Above 50,000 total monthly reach) 
Free Weekly Newspaper  
Daily Newspaper (Below 400,000 total monthly reach)  
Daily Newspaper (Above 400,000 total monthly reach) 
 
All entries must be endorsed by an editor, editorial director or department head. (Approval will be 
indicated by an honesty tick box on the online entry form and editors will be sent an email list of entries 
made which have stated them as the authorising editor). 
  
Entries must be the work of the named entrant or team. 
  
Entrants for the Young Journalist of the Year must be aged 26 or under on 31 December 2019. 

https://www.societyofeditors.org/?page_id=11399&preview=true


 
 

 

 

Entries can be submitted by the individual or by an administrator submitting entries on behalf of a 
number of people. Upon submitting an entry, you will be required to confirm the sponsoring 
publication, contact details and photograph. Until all the mandatory entry fields have been completed 
you will not be able to submit an entry. 
  
Entrants must comply in accordance with the terms and conditions published. You can enter as many 
times as you like within each category and can enter for more than one category of award. You cannot 
delete completed entries but it may be possible to update entries up to the closing date if further 
developments to entries occur after the original submission. Please email office@societyofeditors.org or 
ellen.bramley@Societyofeditors.org for assistance.  
  
Entrants must ensure that they read and follow these rules and the specific online guidance for entry for 
each category.  
 

Exceptional Categories / Awards 
  
Journalists’ Charity Award - this award cannot be entered and carries no entry fee. The winner will be 
chosen by the Journalists’ Charity. 

 
 
 

  

mailto:office@societyofeditors.org
mailto:ellen.bramley@Societyofeditors.org


 
 

 

 

Checklist for Entries  

 

1. Getting Started  
  
Add the following email addresses to your safe senders list to avoid any communications being marked 
as spam: office@societyofeditors.org or ellen.bramley@Societyofeditors.org for assistance. 
2. Registration 
 
Navigate to the Regional Press Awards event page where you will be directed to register for the awards. 
Please enter and confirm your email address. Upon confirming please click ‘proceed’.  
*If you are an administrator and submitting entries on behalf of a number of individuals please enter 
YOUR email address here and not that of the entrant. Entrants submitting on behalf of themselves 
should submit their own email address here.  
 
If you submitted entries last year, the system may remember your email address. If you cannot 
remember your password, click “Request login details” to have a link sent to your inbox to reset your 
password for this year.  
 
Please enter the required information on the Awards Registration page. As above, if you are an 
administrator intending to submit a number of entries on behalf of a number of named individuals 
please submit your details here.  Individuals registering on behalf of themselves and submitting entries 
on behalf of themselves should submit their details.   
 
Registrants will be required to submit the following mandatory information: a first and last name and 
the name of the supporting paper; and whether the registrant will be submitting on behalf of a 
freelancer. You will also be asked for a password that will allow you to access your entries ahead of the 
submission deadline. Registrants must also review and confirm that they agree to our terms and 
conditions. Upon completing the registration page please click ‘proceed’ – this will trigger an email to 
the address provided confirming your registration and providing you with a unique login URL to access 
your entries going forward.   

 
Submitting entries 

 

Upon submitting your registration, you will be directed to an ‘Awards Summary page’. Here you will find 
a list of categories. To enter a particular category please click ‘Enter this category’ to the right of the 
category name.  
 
Upon clicking on a category, the following information will be required for each submission:  

mailto:office@societyofeditors.org
mailto:ellen.bramley@Societyofeditors.org
https://www.societyofeditors.org/events/regional-press-awards-2019/
https://www.societyofeditors.org/events/regional-press-awards-2019/enter-regional-press-awards-for-2019/


 
 

 

 

 

Name of Individual/scoop/campaign 
Sponsoring paper    
Name of editor 
Confirmation that the entry has been approved by the editor 
Confirmation of any outstanding issues or complaints 
Why this entry should win         
Upload PDF files (to support your entry) 
Links to supporting online URLs (where applicable) 
Uploaded PDF files including analytics (to support your entry)   
 

Outstanding issues or complaints  
 
If there are any unresolved legal issues or complaints to the Independent Press Standards Organisation 
(IPSO) or the paper or digital platform regarding your entry you must declare it on the entry form for the 
information of the judges. You will need to have your entry approved by your Editor and provide a 
purchase order number or pay online. Entries paid by entering a purchase order number will be invoiced 
on or shortly after March 5. Early payment would be appreciated.  
 

Why this entry should win 
 

All Entries: Prepare a supporting statement (maximum 500 words, unless specified otherwise), 
explaining the significance of the work and how it was obtained or produced. You can also upload a 
separate PDF document showing any relevant supporting analytics, accompanied by a simple sentence 
outlining how the analytics show evidence of engaging readers (this can include references to social 
media, percentage of total hits etc.). This will be considered alongside your supporting statement and 
will not count as part of its 500-word limit. Analytics are optional.  

 

For Website of the Year, Weekly/Sunday Newspaper (Below 50,000), Weekly/Sunday Newspaper 
(Above 50,000), Daily Newspaper (Below 400,000) and Daily Newspaper (Above 400,000) supporting 
statements can be up to 1,000 words.  
 
Upon entering all the required information in the category entry fields please click ‘Save and go to 
awards summary’. You will then return to the ‘Awards Summary’ page. As above, you also have the 
option to upload a supporting analytics PDF.  
 
As you begin to file your entries, a record of your activity will appear on the Account Summary page so 
that you can keep track of complete and incomplete entries.  



 
 

 

 

 
All entries which have been started, but that are not complete can be found under ‘Entries not 
submitted’. To submit further information for an incomplete entry please click on ‘Enter details’. Please 
note that entrants can ‘edit’ a completed entry before final submission on 2 March 2020.    
 
To submit further entries please expand the ‘Categories’ section at the top of the page and follow the 
above entry process again. There is no limit to entries per submitter in all categories.  
 
 
URL and Files 
 
Scoop of the Year/ Campaign of the Year/ Digital Initiative and Innovation/ Initiative of the Year  
 
You are required to submit up to three PDF examples of your work. These supporting PDFs are limited to 
reflect only a single scoop, campaign or initiative. 
 
It is not compulsory to submit URL links for these articles if you have provided the PDFs. 
 
However, for online-only work, a maximum of three URL links to act as examples should be submitted to 
demonstrate your work in its online form.  

 
 

Visual Categories- Weekly/Sunday Photographer of the Year/ Daily Photographer of the year 
 
You are required to submit three JPEG images alongside three PDF files. The PDF files should show the 
photographs as they appeared in the paper or online, with the JPEG image showing the original image.   
 
Online only categories, which could be: Social Media Journalist of the Year/ Website of the Year/ 
Social Media Team of the Year/ Digital Initiative of the Year/ The Overall Digital Award/ Innovation 
and Initiative Award of the Year   
 
A maximum of three URL links to act as examples of your best work should be submitted to demonstrate 
your work in its online form. You can also submit up to three PDFs or screen grabs of the same best 
examples of your work if this illustrates your work more clearly. Entrants are also encouraged to include 
a PDF file with supporting analytics, though this is optional. On this PDF document, or on your 
supporting statement you must outline how entries engaged audiences, using reference to the uploaded 
analytics.  

 



 
 

 

 

Cathryn Nicoll Award  
 
For the Cathryn Nicoll Award entrants can submit up to three interviews/news stories per entry but each 
will be considered on its own merit. You are required to submit up to three PDF examples of your work. 
 
Front Page of the Year  
 
For Front Page of the Year categories, you are required to submit only one PDF example of your one 
chosen Front Page.  

 
Supplement of the Year  
 
For Supplement of the Year you should submit the two front page PDFs of the editions of the 
supplement you intend to submit (for this category you are also required to send in hard copies- see 
subheading ‘Hard Copies’ below for further details).  

 
For all other categories  
 
You are required to submit up to three PDF examples of your work to support each entry. Each PDF 
should be an unrelated article or image. Follow-up articles should be merged with the original article in 
the same PDF to allow the judges to see up to three different unrelated examples of the individual/ 
team’s work over the course of the year.  
 
For each of the PDF examples uploaded to support an overall entry, you are allowed a maximum of 6 
double-pages (this includes the article continuation, if applicable).  
 
For all categories- (excluding those including online-only content)- it is not compulsory to submit URL 
links of the articles if you have provided the PDFs.  
 
For online-only work, a maximum of three URL links to act as examples should be submitted to 
demonstrate your work in its online form.  

 
Some of these categories will require hard copies to be sent in to support your entry. Please see the 
‘Hard Copies’ subheading below to see which categories this is applicable to.  
 
Entries will be judged on the supporting statements, and the supporting URLs/PDFs/ hardcopies (where 
applicable).  
 



 
 

 

 

There is no limit on the number of separate entries a paper can submit in each of these categories.  

 
Hard copies  
 
For Supplement of the Year; Magazine of the Year; the Weekly/Sunday Newspaper of the Year 
categories and Daily Newspaper of the Year categories, you will be required to submit hard copies to 
support your entry. 
 
For Supplement of the Year only: Supply 6 hard copies of 2 editions of the Supplement (in addition to 
an online submission). If you cannot provide all 6 hard copies please contact the Society of Editors to 
explain the issue before submitting your entry.  
 
For Magazine of the Year only: Supply 4 hard copies of 2 editions of the Magazine. (in addition to an 
online submission). If you cannot provide all 4 hard copies please contact the Society of Editors to 
explain the issue before submitting your entry. 
 
For the Weekly/ Sunday Newspaper of the Year; Daily Newspaper of the Year and Free Weekly 
Newspaper of the Year categories: Supply 1 hard copy of 3 editions of the Newspaper (in addition to an 
online submission). If you cannot provide three hard copies please contact the Society of Editors to 
inform them before submitting your entry.  
 

Hard copies should be posted or delivered to: FAO The Regional Press Awards, c/o Society of Editors, 
University Centre, Granta Place, Mill Lane, Cambridge, CB2 1RU to arrive on or before Friday 6 March 
2020.  
 
Please include the category, entry name, sponsoring paper and the email address associated with your 
registration with all copies sent by post. 
 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

Submitting and paying for entries  
 

Once you have completed all your entries on the ‘Awards Summary’ page please check the entries which 
you wish to ‘submit and pay’ for under ‘Entries not submitted’. Please note that you will not be able to 
proceed with incomplete entries. Upon checking the entries you wish to submit please click ‘submit and 
pay’.  
 
You will then be directed to a Checkout page where you will be prompted to confirm a payment 
method. Available payment methods include paying online by ‘Credit Card’ or by ‘Invoice’.  
 
Fees must be received in full by Monday 2 March 2020 or on receipt of invoice(s) being issued. Please 
note that an invoice will be sent after the closing date for entries. 
 
The entry fee is non-refundable. The fee for this year has been frozen to the same as the previous year: 
£30 including VAT. This applies to both freelance submissions, as well as those affiliated with a 
newspaper.  

 

Paying Online by Debit/Credit Card  
If you have selected the pay by ‘Credit Card’ option please click the button at the foot of the page to 
‘Pay Now’. A secure new window will appear asking for your card details (Account number, expiry date 
and CVC code) and confirming the amount that you are required to pay. Upon submitting this 
information please click ‘Pay’. A receipt for your transaction will be sent to the email address provided.  
  
Paying by Invoice  
If you want to pay by Invoice or Purchase Order please select ‘Invoice’ before clicking ‘Proceed’ at the 
foot of the page. You will now be prompted to enter your Invoice Details in a new window. Please 
provide the mandatory information required and include a PO number and email for which to send the 
invoice to. Upon completing all fields please click ‘Proceed’ at the foot of the page.  
 
Upon completing the payment online or filling out the Invoice Details form you will be taken to a page 
confirming that your submission has been completed and confirming your payment details. Please print 
this page for your records.    
 
  

 

 



 
 

 

 

Awards Categories for 2019 

 

Entries can be made for work published in print, website, online, mobile, video, audio or any other news 
delivery format in any UK regional or local newspaper or any news website or platform covering UK 
regional news (excluding broadcast media). 
 

Submissions may also include an optional PDF file with supporting analytics. On this PDF document, or 
on your supporting statement you must outline how entries engaged audiences, using reference to the 
uploaded analytics.  
 

All entries must be endorsed by the editor or managing editor in or on whose publication or digital 
platform they appeared.  
 

AWARD CATEGORIES  
 
Full guidance on how to enter can be found here. 
 

• * Journalists in these categories can submit three articles, including up to one joint 
byline piece.  

• **   Two or more journalists working together on up to three examples of work. Can 
include work by full section teams. Judges’ focus will be on strength of examples 
submitted rather than numbers of journalists involved. 

 
Young Journalist of the Year * 
Open to journalists aged 26 or under on 31 December 2019 who have not previously been shortlisted 
for this award. Entries may include work from any journalistic discipline. Judges will be looking for the 
individual who has made significant impact over the year. You are required to submit up to three PDF 
examples of your work.  
 
Business and Finance Journalist of the Year * 
For reporters and commentators covering all aspects of business and personal finance. Judges will be 
looking for the ability to break stories and explain issues to a general audience. You are required to 
submit up to three PDF examples of your work. 
 
 
 
 
Specialist Writer/Impact Journalist of the Year * 



 
 

 

 

For journalists with specialisms not covered by any other category such as health, fashion, travel, 
science, health, environment, motoring and politics. The judges will look for journalists who break 
stories, analyse and explain their subject for a wider audience. You are required to submit up to three 
PDF examples of your work. 
 
Feature Writer/ Long Form Journalist of the Year* 
Quality of writing is paramount. Judges will be looking for journalists who demonstrate a compelling 
style in news reportage, colour writing, analysis and backgrounders. 
(Please consider very carefully whether your entry is more suitable for this category or Reporter of the 
Year (Weekly/Sunday or Daily). You are required to submit up to three PDF examples of your work. 
 
Columnist of the Year Daily Papers * 
Entrants should have a regular by-lined column or blog. The winner will be a journalist with a special 
style and the ability to provoke debate that may annoy as much as delight. You are required to submit 
up to three PDF examples of your work. 
 
Columnist of the Year Weekly Papers * 
Entrants should have a regular by-lined column or blog. The winner will be a journalist with a special 
style and the ability to provoke debate that may annoy as much as delight. You are required to submit 
up to three PDF examples of your work. 
 
Sports Journalist of the Year- Daily Paper* 
Open to sports news writers, match reporters, feature writers and columnists on daily or weekly 
newspapers. Entries may be from a variety of sports or one specialist area. Judges will be looking for 
good writing and agenda setting reporting. If applicable to your entry, a single audio file (MP3), up to 15 
minutes long can also be submitted in this category to reflect a sports journalist’s podcast. In total, you 
are required to submit up to three examples of your work, including any optional podcast entries.  
 
Sports Journalist of the Year- Sunday/Weekly Paper* 
Open to sports news writers, match reporters, feature writers and columnists on daily or weekly 
newspapers. Entries may be from a variety of sports or one specialist area. Judges will be looking for 
good writing and agenda setting reporting. If applicable to your entry, a single audio file (MP3), up to 15 
minutes long can also be submitted in this category to reflect a sports journalist’s podcast. In total, you 
are required to submit up to three examples of your work, including any optional podcast entries.  
 
 
Social Media Journalist of the Year*  



 
 

 

 

Open to anyone who regularly uses social media to enhance the public’s awareness of their own work 
and that of their publication/website. Entries may focus on an individual’s year-long all-round input or 
specific cases where an individual has shown imagination, technical awareness and flair to use the 
medium to full effect. A maximum of three URL links to act as examples of your best work should be 
submitted to demonstrate your work in its online form. You can also submit up to three PDFs or screen 
grabs of the same best examples of your work if this illustrates your work more clearly. Entrants are also 
encouraged to include a PDF file with supporting analytics, though this is optional. On this PDF 
document, or on your supporting statement you must outline how entries engaged audiences, using 
reference to the uploaded analytics.  
 
Reporting Communities Award  
This award seeks to recognise the tremendous work that goes on in regional newspapers to ensure all 
communities are well covered. Entries can come from individual journalists or news teams that can 
show how they have ensured the diverse communities in their publication’s region are well served and 
that their journalists reach out to provide reporting that is inclusive and all-encompassing regardless of 
ethnicity, ability, faith or sexuality. You are required to submit up to three PDF examples of the 
individual or team’s work. 
 
Weekly/ Sunday Reporter of the Year *  
The category for weekly newspaper reporters who provide the heart and soul of any newspaper. The 
judges will be looking for well-researched exclusives brilliantly told. Tenacity, flair, investigative skill and 
an ability to handle difficult subjects carefully will score highly. In the case of long-running investigations 
entrants may include up to three items to count as one story. You are required to submit up to three 
PDF examples of your work. 
 
Daily Reporter of the Year*  
The category for daily newspaper reporters who provide the heart and soul of any newspaper. The 
judges will be looking for well-researched exclusives brilliantly told. Tenacity, flair, investigative skill and 
an ability to handle difficult subjects carefully will score highly. In the case of long-running investigations 
entrants may include up to three items to count as one story. You are required to submit up to three 
PDF examples of your work. 
 
Visual awards 
 
Weekly/ Sunday Photographer of the Year 
News, sports and features pictures used in a weekly newspaper are eligible. Judges will look for 
versatility, technical skill and the ability to capture the picture that matters. The mood of an interview, 
subject or feature needs to come across strongly. You are required to submit three JPEG images 



 
 

 

 

alongside three PDF files. The PDF files should show the photographs as they appeared in the paper or 
online, with the JPEG image showing the original image.   
 
Daily Photographer of the Year  
News, sports and features pictures used in a daily newspaper are eligible. Judges will look for versatility, 
technical skill and the ability to capture the picture that matters. The mood of an interview, subject or 
feature needs to come across strongly. You are required to submit three JPEG images alongside three 
PDF files. The PDF files should show the photographs as they appeared in the paper or online, with the 
JPEG image showing the original image.   

 
Designer of the Year- Newspaper 
An award for designers and graphic artists. Judges will look at finished pages that demonstrate 
innovative and skilled design and layout. You are required to submit up to three PDF examples of your 
work. 
 
Designer of the Year- Magazine/ Supplement 
An award for designers and graphic artists. Judges will look at finished pages that demonstrate 
innovative and skilled design and layout. You are required to submit up to three PDF examples of your 
work. 
 
Optional team awards 
 
Supplement of the Year  
Entries will be judged on outstanding content, design, use of photography and readability of a 
supplement that is published at regular intervals or to mark a special event or achievement, either with 
the newspaper or clearly linked to a local or regional paper. You should submit the two front page PDFs 
of the editions of the supplement you intend to submit (for this category you are also required to send 
in hard copies- see subheading ‘Hard Copies’ below for further details).  
 
Magazine of the Year 
Many publishers and individual regional news centres produce high standard, superbly designed, 
monthly or regular standalone magazines. These are packed with wonderful content, are beautifully 
illustrated and give the national magazines a run for their money. This award recognises the growth in 
the quality of these magazines and seeks to reward one of the outstanding success stories of the 
regional press. The magazine must be produced as part of a stable of products from a regional news 
publisher. Entries will be judged on outstanding content, design, use of photography and readability. 
You should submit the two front page PDFs of the editions of the supplement you intend to submit (for 



 
 

 

 

this category you are also required to send in hard copies- see subheading ‘Hard Copies’ below for 
further details).  

 
Front Page of the Year- Weekly/ Sunday Paper 
Judges will be looking for the outstanding and most memorable front page published in a regional or 
local newspaper during the year. You are required to submit only one PDF example of your one chosen 
Front Page.  
 
Front Page of the Year- Daily Paper 
Judges will be looking for the outstanding and most memorable front page published in a regional or 
local newspaper during the year. You are required to submit only one PDF example of your one chosen 
Front Page.  
 
Scoop of the Year  
The story or series of stories that everyone else wished they had broken. This can be a team or 
individual award. You may submit up to three PDF examples of your work. Supporting PDFs are limited 
to reflect only a single scoop. 
 

Campaign of the Year Daily Paper  
Judges will be looking for campaigns that made waves, struck a chord with readers and simply made a 
difference. This can be a team or individual award. Entries will also be automatically considered for the 
Making a Difference award, organised by News Media Association. Supporting PDFs are limited to reflect 
only a single campaign. 
 
Campaign of the Year Weekly/Sunday Paper 
Judges will be looking for campaigns that made waves, struck a chord with readers and simply made a 
difference. This can be a team or individual award. Entries will also be automatically considered for the 
Making a Difference award, organised by News Media Association. Supporting PDFs are limited to reflect 
only a single campaign. 

 
Website of the Year  
The judges will look for excellent reporting, writing or flair and innovation in content, design and 
delivery and interaction with readers and will seek to recognise journalistic achievement online. 
Screengrabs showing examples of a brand’s use of an app are encouraged for those entries which have 
shifted or expanded into this medium. A maximum of three URL links to act as examples of your best 
work should be submitted to demonstrate your work in its online form. You can also submit up to three 
PDFs or screengrabs of the same best examples of your work if this illustrates your work more clearly. 
Entrants are also encouraged to include a PDF file with supporting analytics, though this is optional. On 



 
 

 

 

this PDF document, or on your supporting statement you must outline how entries engaged audiences, 
using reference to the uploaded analytics.  

 
Social Media Team of the Year ** 
Open to news teams that have as a unit made the best use of social media platforms to reach out and 
engage with the public. Entrants may focus on sustained overall year-long achievements or pinpoint 
specific cases with breaking stories or campaigns. The judges will be looking for imagination, flair and 
technical know-how across a broad range of social media options. A maximum of three URL links to act 
as examples of the entrant’s best work should be submitted to demonstrate your work in its online 
form. You can also submit up to three PDFs or screen grabs of the same best examples of your work if 
this illustrates your work more clearly. Entrants are also encouraged to include a PDF file with 
supporting analytics, though this is optional. On this PDF document, or on your supporting statement 
you must outline how entries engaged audiences, using reference to the uploaded analytics.  

 
Data Journalist of the Year * 
This award seeks to recognise those journalists who are making use of the wealth of data and 
information that is now available to newsrooms. It could be using their skills to mine data bases for that 
nugget of information that cracks a story wide open, or fantastic use of FoI, or tracking down and 
interpreting facts for readers that reveals a true insight into an important story. You are required to 
submit up to three PDF examples of your work. 
 
Digital Live News Reporter of the Year * 
This award seeks to recognise those journalists who go live either on Facebook or via live blogs or live 
tweeting that through their skill and understanding of the medium take the reader and viewer with 
them to the heart of the action. You are required to submit up to three PDF examples of your work. 
 
Digital Live Sports Reporter of the Year*  
This award seeks to recognise those sports journalists who go live either on Facebook or via live blogs or 
live tweeting that through their skill and understanding of the medium take the reader and viewer with 
them to the heart of the action. You are required to submit up to three PDF examples of your work. 
 
Digital Initiative of the Year  
This category focuses on those bright ideas that changed the face of digital coverage. This could be an 
individual’s single idea that shaped a massive response from the public, or a team effort that showed 
flair and imagination as well as technical know-how. A maximum of three URL links to act as examples of 
the entrant’s best work should be submitted to demonstrate your work in its online form. You can also 
submit up to three PDFs or screengrabs of the same best examples of your work if this illustrates your 
work more clearly. If applicable to your entry, a single audio file (MP3), up to 15 minutes long can also 



 
 

 

 

be submitted in this category to reflect a brand’s podcast. In total, you are required to submit up to 3 
examples of your work, including any optional podcast entries. Entrants are also encouraged to include a 
PDF file with supporting analytics, though this is optional. On this PDF document, or on your supporting 
statement you must outline how entries engaged audiences, using reference to the uploaded analytics. 
  
The Overall Digital Award  
The judges will look for the newspaper that produces the best journalism and service to readers on a 
range of platforms whether this be website, mobile or any other means. Special attention will be made 
to innovation and use of social media including blogs. A maximum of three URL links to act as examples 
of the entrant’s best work should be submitted to demonstrate your work in its online form. You can 
also submit up to three PDFs or screen grabs of the same best examples of your work if this illustrates 
your work more clearly. Entrants are also encouraged to include a PDF file with supporting analytics, 
though this is optional. On this PDF document, or on your supporting statement you must outline how 
entries engaged audiences, using reference to the uploaded analytics. 
 
Innovation and Initiative of the Year  
This category focusses on those brilliant innovations and ideas that have made their mark in the industry 
– from new supplements and sections to launches and re-launches of products. Entrants must show flair 
and imagination and explain the reasons behind the initiative and its effect. A maximum of three URL 
links to act as examples of the entrant’s best work should be submitted to demonstrate your work in its 
online form. You can also submit up to three PDFs or screen grabs of the same best examples of your 
work if this illustrates your work more clearly. Entrants are also encouraged to include a PDF file with 
supporting analytics, though this is optional. On this PDF document, or on your supporting statement 
you must outline how entries engaged audiences, using reference to the uploaded analytics. 

 
Other awards  

 
The Cathryn Nicoll Award 
The award is open to any journalist working for a weekly or daily local or regional newspaper published 
in the UK, who is aged between 18 and 25 as of the entry closing date of 2 March 2020. Entrants must 
submit a published feature or news story based on an interview that they have carried out with a well-
known person or celebrity between 1 January 2019 and 31 December 2019. You are required to submit 
up to three PDF examples of your work. The Judges will be looking for what they consider to be the best 
entry on the basis of quality, flair and originality of the prose and contribution to public debate or 
entertainment. 
 
Set up by the News Media Association, the Award has been launched in memory of Cathryn Nicoll who 
held the position of news editor at the Croydon Advertiser during her career as a journalist. Cathryn was 



 
 

 

 

known for her passionate belief in journalistic standards and training, and the award will highlight and 
reward brilliant interviewing and feature writing by young journalists, with a cash prize of £500 for the 
winner. 
 
Journalists’ Charity Award  
The winner will be chosen by the Journalists’ Charity and is in the gift of the charity’s council and 
recognises an individual or body that has made an outstanding contribution to journalism and 
journalists in any way. This award cannot be entered. 
 
Newspaper of the Year awards  

 
Paid for Weekly Newspaper of the Year- (including Sunday Newspapers): (2 awards: above 50,0000 
total monthly reach/ below 50,000 total monthly reach) *** 
Weekly newspaper of the year categories will be judged by panels of experienced senior journalists or 
former journalists from all parts of the media. They will consider the achievements of each of the entries 
across all platforms set out in submissions by editors. The judges will look for service to the local 
community, great exclusives and successful campaigns, editorial achievements and other outstanding 
journalism. Editors will be required to send in three different editions of their newspaper. (n.b. This 
year, Sunday newspaper of the year entries will be submitted as part of the Paid for Weekly Newspaper 
of the Year category, rather than the Daily Newspaper of the Year category, as the methodology for 
calculating the Sunday total monthly reach is similar to that of a weekly, not daily newspaper).  

 
Daily Newspaper of the Year (2 awards: above 400,000 total monthly reach/ below 400,000 total 
monthly reach) *** 
Daily Newspaper of the Year categories will be judged by panels of experienced senior journalists or 
former journalists from all parts of the media. They will consider the achievements of each of the entries 
across all platforms set out in submissions by editors. The judges will look for service to the local 
community, great exclusives and successful campaigns, editorial achievements and other outstanding 
journalism. Editors will need to provide three different editions of their newspaper. 
 
***Category figures for total monthly reach are calculate using data from JICREG, November 2019.  
 
Free Weekly Newspaper of the Year  
Free Weekly Newspaper of the Year will be judged by panels of experienced senior journalists or former 
journalists from all parts of the media. They will consider the achievements of each of the entries across 
all platforms set out in submissions by editors. The judges will look for service to the local community, 
great exclusives and successful campaigns, editorial achievements and other outstanding journalism. 
Editors will be required to send in three different editions of their newspaper. 



 
 

 

 

 


