Media Freedom Awards 2026

The Media Freedom Awards celebrate journalism that serves the public interest. While many winning entries may expose wrongdoing or hold power to account, judges will also recognise work that informs the public, champions media freedom, drives meaningful change, gives voice to under-represented communities or demonstrates outstanding journalistic enterprise and public service.

The Media Freedom Awards are open to journalists, teams, producers and news organisations whose work is produced principally for UK audiences or by organisations with a significant editorial presence in the UK. Entries may be submitted for work published in print, digital, broadcast, audio, video or any other news delivery platform.

Entries must have been first published or broadcast between 11 August 2025 and 16 August 2026 to be eligible.
Media Freedom Awards 2026 categories
Investigation of the Year – National
An investigation by a national journalist or team that uncovered an original story of significant public interest through rigorous reporting. Entries may expose wrongdoing, reveal previously unknown information, challenge accepted narratives or lead to meaningful public debate or change.
Judges will be looking for:
· Originality and exclusivity of the story.
· Strength, depth and persistence of the reporting.
· Effective use of evidence, sources and investigative techniques.
· Public interest and impact, including any tangible outcomes where applicable.
· Clear, engaging and authoritative presentation of often complex issues.
Investigation of the Year – Regional
An investigation by a regional journalist or team that uncovered an original story of significant importance to the communities they serve through determined and high-quality reporting.
Judges will be looking for:
· Originality and exclusivity.
· Quality and persistence of the investigation.
· Relevance and importance to the local community.
· Evidence of impact, accountability or meaningful change where appropriate.
· Effective storytelling and clear presentation.

Investigation of the Year – Broadcast – National
A broadcast investigation by a national broadcaster or independent production company that uncovered an original story of significant public interest through outstanding journalism.
Judges will be looking for:
· Originality and exclusivity.
· Depth and quality of the investigation.
· Creative and effective use of broadcast storytelling.
· Public interest and impact.
· Clear evidence of strong editorial judgement and journalistic rigour.
Investigation of the Year – Broadcast – Regional
A broadcast investigation by a regional broadcaster or independent production company that uncovered an original story of significant importance to the communities it serves, or more widely. 
Judges will be looking for:
· Originality and quality of the journalism.
· Importance and relevance of the story to local audiences.
· Effective use of the broadcast medium to tell the story.
· Evidence of impact or positive change where appropriate.
· Journalistic ambition, creativity and editorial excellence.
Judges will also recognise that regional broadcasters and independent production companies operate with differing resources and team sizes, and will assess entries on the quality, ambition and impact of the journalism rather than the scale of the organisation.
Campaign of the Year – National
An outstanding national editorial campaign that informed, engaged and inspired audiences, helping to drive awareness, public debate or meaningful change on an issue of public importance.
Judges will be looking for:
· A clearly defined objective and sustained editorial approach.
· Strong journalism supported by accurate, compelling reporting.
· Creativity in engaging audiences across one or more platforms.
· Evidence of influence, impact or measurable outcomes where applicable.
· Overall quality, consistency and effectiveness of the campaign.


Campaign of the Year – Regional
An outstanding regional editorial campaign that championed an issue affecting its local community and demonstrated the power of local journalism to make a difference.
Judges will be looking for:
· A clearly defined campaign with a strong community focus.
· High-quality journalism and audience engagement.
· Evidence of positive local impact or meaningful change where applicable.
· Creativity, persistence and editorial leadership.
· Demonstrable benefit to the communities served.
Commentator of the Year – Broadsheet 
For a columnist, commentator or opinion writer whose work consistently demonstrates insight, originality and influence. Entries are open to commentators across print, digital, broadcast and audio platforms.
Judges will be looking for:
· Originality of thought and strength of argument.
· Consistently high-quality writing or broadcasting.
· Ability to inform, challenge or stimulate public debate.
· A distinctive voice and authoritative analysis.
· Evidence of influence, impact or agenda-setting commentary.
Commentator of the Year – Popular 
For a columnist, commentator or opinion writer whose work consistently engages audiences through compelling, accessible and thought-provoking journalism. Entries are open across print, digital, broadcast and audio platforms.
Judges will be looking for:
· A distinctive and engaging voice.
· Strong storytelling and communication.
· Originality and quality of opinion.
· Ability to connect with and influence audiences.
· Consistency of excellence across the body of work.
Journalist of the Year – National
Awarded to the national journalist whose work has demonstrated exceptional journalism over the past year. Entries should showcase a body of work rather than a single story. Entries are welcome from reporters with a specialist body of work. 
Judges will be looking for:
· Consistently outstanding journalism across a range of stories.
· Original reporting and journalistic enterprise.
· Accuracy, fairness and editorial judgement.
· Evidence of impact, influence or public value.
· Overall excellence in reporting, writing or storytelling.
Journalist of the Year – Regional
Awarded to the regional journalist whose work has demonstrated exceptional journalism in serving the communities they cover. Entries are welcome from reporters with a specialist body of work.
Judges will be looking for:
· Consistently outstanding journalism.
· Original reporting and strong community focus.
· Editorial judgement and high professional standards.
· Evidence of impact or benefit to the communities served.
· Overall excellence across the body of work.
Journalist of the Year – Broadcast
Awarded to the broadcast journalist whose work has demonstrated exceptional journalism across television, radio or digital broadcast platforms. Entries are welcome from reporters with a specialist body of work.
Judges will be looking for:
· Excellence in broadcast journalism and storytelling.
· Original reporting and editorial judgement.
· Clear, authoritative and engaging presentation.
· Evidence of impact, influence or public value.
· Consistently high-quality journalism across the body of work.
Young Journalist of the Year – National
Open to journalists or producers aged 30 or under on 31 August 2026. This award recognises outstanding emerging talent and celebrates those already making a significant contribution to journalism.
Judges will be looking for:
· Exceptional journalism relative to career stage.
· Original reporting and initiative.
· Accuracy, professionalism and editorial judgement.
· Evidence of potential for future leadership in journalism.
· Quality and impact of the body of work submitted.



Young Journalist of the Year – Regional
Open to regional journalists or producers aged 30 or under on 31 August 2026 This award recognises outstanding emerging talent serving local and regional audiences.
Judges will be looking for:
· Exceptional journalism relative to career stage.
· Initiative, originality and ambition.
· Strong connection with the communities served.
· Accuracy, professionalism and editorial judgement.
· Quality, impact and promise demonstrated across the body of work.
Political Journalist of the Year
Awarded to the political journalist who has consistently broken important stories, provided authoritative analysis or enhanced public understanding of politics and public policy.
Judges will be looking for:
· Original political reporting and exclusives.
· Insightful analysis and explanation of complex issues.
· Accuracy, fairness and editorial authority.
· Ability to set or shape the political agenda.
· Overall excellence and impact of the body of work.
Foreign Correspondent of the Year
Awarded to the correspondent whose reporting has brought international events, conflicts or global issues to life for UK audiences through outstanding journalism.
Judges will be looking for:
· Original and authoritative international reporting.
· Courage, persistence and journalistic enterprise where appropriate.
· Ability to explain complex global issues clearly.
· Strong storytelling and compelling reporting.
· Overall quality, impact and public value of the body of work.
Photojournalist of the Year
Awarded to the photojournalist whose images or video have captured events, or been of an investigative nature, with exceptional skill, originality and journalistic value.
Judges will be looking for:
· Technical excellence and visual storytelling.
· Originality, creativity and editorial judgement.
· Images or video that enhance understanding of events or issues.
· Evidence of impact, emotion or public interest.
· Overall quality and consistency across the body of work.
Scoop of the Year
Awarded for the exclusive story that set the news agenda through originality and journalistic enterprise.
Unlike the Investigation categories, this award recognises the strength of an exclusive news story rather than the investigative process behind it.
Judges will be looking for:
· Exclusivity and originality.
· News value and significance.
· Speed and journalistic enterprise.
· Accuracy and editorial rigour.
· The impact the story had once published or broadcast.
Social Media Journalist of the Year

Judges will be looking for:
· Original journalism that serves the public interest.
· Innovative use of social media or emerging digital platforms to reach and engage audiences.
· Evidence of investigative reporting, campaigning or explanatory journalism.
· Creativity in storytelling and audience engagement.
· Accuracy, editorial judgement and responsible use of social media.
· Evidence of impact, influence or meaningful public engagement.
National News Media Organisation of the Year
Awarded to the national news organisation that has demonstrated outstanding journalism, editorial leadership and a sustained commitment to serving the public through high-quality reporting. Judges may also consider innovation in storytelling, audience engagement or digital journalism,
Judges will be looking for:
· Outstanding journalism across a range of subjects.
· Consistent editorial excellence and innovation.
· Significant investigations, campaigns or exclusive reporting.
· Evidence of public impact or influence.
· A clear commitment to serving audiences and the public interest.

Regional News Media Organisation of the Year
Awarded to the regional news organisation that has demonstrated excellence in serving its community through high-quality journalism. Judges may also consider innovation in storytelling, audience engagement or digital journalism
Judges will be looking for:
· Consistent editorial excellence.
· Outstanding service to local communities.
· Strong campaigns, investigations or exclusive reporting.
· Evidence of meaningful community impact.
· Innovation and commitment to local journalism.
Broadcast News Media Organisation of the Year
Awarded to the broadcast news organisation that has demonstrated outstanding journalism across television, radio or digital broadcast platforms.
Judges will be looking for:
· Excellence in broadcast journalism.
· Original reporting and agenda-setting journalism.
· Innovation in storytelling and audience engagement.
· Public impact and editorial leadership.
· Consistently high standards across the organisation.
The Bob Satchwell Award for Freedom of Speech
Awarded at the discretion of the judges to an individual or organisation that has made an exceptional contribution to defending or advancing freedom of expression, media freedom or the public's right to know.
This award cannot be entered.







Rules of Entry
Eligibility
The Media Freedom Awards celebrate outstanding journalism that serves the public interest.
Entries are open to journalists, teams, producers and news organisations whose work is produced principally for UK audiences, by organisations with an editorial presence in the UK, or by journalists working for UK-based news operations.
Entries are welcomed from print, digital, broadcast, audio, video, newsletters and any other editorial news platform.
Eligible work must have been first published or broadcast between 11 August 2025 and the entry deadline on 16 August 2026.

Please note: early entry is recommended before the holiday season begins. 
Judging
The awards are judged by an independent panel of senior figures from across the news media industry and related professions.
Entries will be assessed against the published judging criteria for each category.
The Society of Editors reserves the right to move an entry into a more appropriate category where it believes this would be in the entrant's best interests. Entrants will be notified where this occurs.
The judges may also make a special award or withhold an award in any category should they consider this appropriate.
The judges' decision is final.
Entry Requirements
· Entries may be submitted by individuals, teams or administrators on behalf of entrants.
· Journalists, producers and editorial teams are eligible unless otherwise stated.
· Collaborative entries are welcomed where appropriate.
· The same work may be entered into more than one category where it meets the relevant criteria.
· Entrants may submit multiple entries within the same category.
· Young Journalist of the Year entrants must be aged 30 or under on August 31st. 
· The Bob Satchwell Award for Freedom of Speech cannot be entered and is awarded at the judges' discretion.
Supporting Statement
Each entry must include a supporting statement of up to 500 words (or 1,000 words for the News Media Organisation categories).
Your statement should explain:
· why the work deserves recognition
· your role in producing it (where relevant)
· the challenges overcome
· the impact achieved
· any measurable outcomes where appropriate.
Elements of shortlisted supporting statements may be used in awards publicity or during the awards ceremony.
Supporting Evidence
Each entry should include up to three supporting files.
Where appropriate these may include:
· URL links
· PDFs
· audio files
· video files
· other supporting material.
For Campaign, Scoop and Investigation categories, supporting material should relate to a single scoop (and follow-up coverage) campaign or investigation.
For Journalist, Commentator, Photojournalist, Foreign Correspondent and similar individual awards, supporting material should demonstrate the breadth and quality of the entrant's work during the eligibility period.
Large audio or video files that exceed the upload limit should be submitted separately via WeTransfer to claire.meadows@societyofeditors.org.
Outstanding Complaints
Entrants must declare any unresolved legal proceedings or outstanding complaints relating to the submitted work, including matters before IPSO, Ofcom or any other relevant regulatory or legal body.
Entry Fees
An administration fee applies to each entry and helps cover the costs of administering the awards programme and the online entry platform.
· Society of Editors members (including group members): £30 + VAT
· Freelancers: £30 + VAT
· Non-members: £55 + VAT
All entry fees must be paid by the published entry deadline.
The Society of Editors aims to keep entry fees as low as possible to encourage participation from across the news industry.
Fee Waivers
A limited number of entry fee waivers are available at the discretion of the Society of Editors in exceptional circumstances.
Requests should be made in confidence to the Society of Editors before submitting an entry and will be considered on a case-by-case basis.
Awards Ceremony
The shortlist will be announced in September.
The winners will be revealed at the Media Freedom Awards Dinner on Wednesday 11 November 2026 at Shakespeare's Globe, 21 New Globe Walk, London SE1 9DT.
Tables and individual places can be booked via the Society of Editors website at www.societyofeditors.org.
Complimentary Dinner Places
A limited number of complimentary places at the awards dinner may be available in exceptional circumstances at the discretion of the Society of Editors.
Requests should be made in confidence prior to the booking deadline.
Additional Winner Trophies
Each winning entry will receive one complimentary award trophy.
Additional trophies may be ordered following the awards ceremony for a small additional charge.
Entry Amendments
Entries may be updated at any time until the closing date.
If significant developments occur after an entry has been submitted, entrants are encouraged to update their submission before entries close.
Questions?
If you have any questions about eligibility, categories or the entry process, please contact the Society of Editors before submitting your entry. We are happy to advise on the most appropriate category for your work.
For assistance with your entry, please contact office@societyofeditors.org.


